
SOMERTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2015 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00 P.M.

PRESENT:
	Cllr R Starling (Chair)		Cllr T Jones 
	Cllr J Clift				Cllr N Grayling
	Cllr D Van De Bulk			Cllr D Crane
	G Lack (clerk)			Cllr B Barker	

The Chairman welcomed Borough Cllr Weymouth to the meeting together with four residents.  Belated apologies were received from County Cllr Childs.  The Chairman also welcomed three members of the Broads Authority: Jacquie Burgess, Andrea Long and Ben Hogg

1. Apologies for Absence.
None received

2. Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda
Cllrs Starling, Clift and Barker declared an interest in Item 12 Election of Staithe Trustee.

3. Election of Vice Chairman.
Cllr Clift proposed that Cllr Van De Bulk be elected as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council and this was seconded by Cllr Barker and unanimously approved.  The Chairman declared Cllr Van De Bulk duly elected.

To consider a motion to suspend the meeting to allow members of the public and the Borough/County Councillors the opportunity to inform the meeting.  Proposed by Cllr Jones, seconded by Cllr Clift and unanimously approved.

4. Public Discussion – 15 minutes allowed
It was agreed that the meeting would be suspended for Item 14 Footpath No 5 to allow Mr Wright to speak.  No other matters were raised by the public.

5. Report from Borough Councillors/County Councillor if present
· Cllr Weymouth stressed the importance of a Parish Council representative attending the Parish Liaison Meeting on the 14th September when the proposed changes in the Concurrent Function would be discussed.

6. Report from PCSO – not present

7. To confirm minutes of the previous meetings held on 7th July 2015.   
Cllr Grayling proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th July 2015 be confirmed and this was seconded by Cllr Van de Bulk and unanimously agreed by the Council.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.  

8. To report matters arising not already on the agenda, for information only.  

· None noted

9. Finance: To agree payments in accordance with the budget. 
Cllr Clift proposed a Motion that the following payment be made in accordance with the budget.  This was seconded by Cllr Grayling and unanimously agreed by Councillors.  IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Motion be carried. 

	Cheque No
	Payee
	Description
	Amount
      £

	100680
	G Lack
	Clerk salary and expenses
	   167.00

	100681
	R Bird
	Grass cutting
	   356.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	   523.00



Opening balance 1.4.2015		         	              3,121.14
Add receipts year to date			              3,276.75
Less: Payments year to date (excl. above)	            (1,473..65)
Closing balance year to date		      	            £4,924.74

Update on Concurrent Function
The Clerk read out a response from Jane Beck, Director of Customer Services, GYBC which outlined plans for the concurrent function, viz: 
· Continued commitment to the double taxation policy; 
· no growth to be agreed in any CCFG funding;
·  to fully remove the contribution toward clerk salary from the 2016/17 financial year;
·  to undertake a phased reduction of the CCFG from the 2017/18 budget across the following categories – Burial Grounds, Beach Cleaning, Bus Shelters;
·  to undertake regular reviews of the Concurrent Function Grant system. 

 It was noted that no detailed response had been received from the Council regarding the Parish Council’s submission which had originally been requested by GYBC.


10. Planning Applications and Decisions:
Application:
06/15/0470/F.  Proposed conversion of existing barn into residential dwelling. 8 Collis Lane. Cllr Barker proposed that there should be no objections to this application and this was seconded by Cllr Clift and unanimously agreed by the Parish Council.  The Clerk to inform GYBC Planning Department of this decision.   
Decision:  06/15/0216/O.  Demolition of existing barn and erection of single storey dwelling.  5 Collis Lane.  Refused GYBC 20.7.15


11. Conservation Area Review – Presentation by Andrea Long (Director of Planning & Resources Broads Authority) and Ben Hogg (Historic Environment Manager Broads Authority)

· Andrea Long informed the meeting that the Broads Authority had a statutory duty to review its conservation areas.  It was noted that the conservation areas in Somerton were governed by two different planning authorities – Great Yarmouth and the Broads Authority.  It was noted that Great Yarmouth did not have the resources to carry out its own review and was therefore happy for the Broads Authority to do so on its behalf.  
· It was proposed by Cllr Barker and seconded by Cllr Jones that the Broads Authority proceed to the draft appraisal stage to cover both the Broads Authority and GYBC conservation areas.
· Once completed, the appraisal would go out for public consultation followed by an open meeting in the village so that any issues could be discussed.  
· It was hoped that a draft appraisal would be available for review by the end of the year.
· The Chairman thanked the members of the Broads Authority for their attendance and presentation.


12. Election of Trustee to the Somerton Staithe & Boat Dyke Charity (4 year term)
· Cllr Clift noted that Brett Hurrell was happy to stand again and proposed that Mr Hurrell be elected for a further 4 year term.  This seconded by Cllr Jones and unanimously agreed by the Council.  

13. Patients’ Forum – Minutes of Meeting – R Starling
Cllr Starling noted that Minutes of the Patients Participation Group could not be found on the PPG website.  Cllr Clift agreed to request that the minutes be included on the website.


14. Footpath No 5 The Street/Horsey Road 
· Cllr Starling read out an email from Mr Wright outlining his concerns if the stile were removed, including the incident of a child who had been killed by running out from a footpath onto a road.  It was noted by the coroner at the time that this could have been prevented if there had been a barrier in place.
· Mr Wright spoke at the meeting and expressed the view that he didn’t feel there should be any change, ie that the stile should not be removed.  He expressed concern that, if the barrier were removed completely it would again encourage the use of the footpath by motor cyclists, which is why the barrier had been erected in the first place.
· It was agreed to wait for the County Council to respond to Mr Wright, as the landowner, and that there was nothing else to be done at this stage.


15. Footpath No 7 the Staithe N.side – Hundred Stream path:  Request by grazier for information concerning repairing the stile.  R Starling.
It was noted that this was, again, a matter for the County Council and the landowner to resolve.  Cllr Clift proposed that the County Council be informed that the Parish Council had been contacted about the broken and dangerous state of the stile.  This was seconded by Cllr Van De Bulk and unanimously agreed by the Council. Clerk to action.

16. Standing Orders – Review at Meeting 3rd November 2015.  
It was noted that some revisions needed to be made to the Standing Orders and it was agreed to consider any modifications or changes at the next meeting.

17. To agree dates of Autumn Litter Pick
It was agreed that this would take place on the 26th and 27th September.  This would be carried out entirely at volunteers’ own risk and high viz jackets should be worn.  The Chairman should be contacted if gloves or bags were required.

18. Community Fund – Update & Applications.
· The Clerk read out requests from the Hobby and Computer Clubs requesting a contribution towards the cost of providing Broadband in the Village Hall.  It was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Crane that a contribution of £200 should be made. This was unanimously agreed by the Parish Council.  The Clerk would clarify to whom the cheque should be payable.
· In addition, it was proposed by Cllr Barker and seconded by Cllr Grayling that quotations should be invited for the painting of the war memorial rails.  This was unanimously agreed by the Parish Council.  




19. Correspondence.  Additional Correspondence and Actions/Comments noted/made at the meeting are shown in Italic.
	ITEM
	FROM WHOM RECEIVED
	CONTENT
	ACTION REQUIRED


	1
	GYBC 
	Proposals for Public Space Protection orders: Dog Control
	Form to be completed for new proposals only  No response from the Parish Council was proposed

	2
	R Thain
	Concern about speed and volume of traffic on Horsey Road
	It was noted that the County Council did not want to put up new road signs and that other farmers were carrying warning signs on the back of their vehicles when moving livestock. It was noted that the speed limit on the Horsey Road was 60mph.    

	3
	North Norfolk CC
	Notification of intention to prepare a new Local Plan (Regulation 18)
	

	4
	GYBC
	Concurrent Function Grant update
	Discussed under Item 8.

	5
	E Dyble, Caister Parish Council
	Meeting to discuss reduction in GYBC grant 14th September 2015 Council Hall, GYBC
	Meeting to be held on Monday 9th September to prepare a response ahead of the GYBC meeting. No one wished to attend.

	6
	Natural England
	Publication of information re water levels following a Public Information request. 
	It was noted that all Parish Council minutes were in the public domain and therefore there was not a confidentiality problem




20. Items for Next Agenda
· Missing Horsey Road sign
· Clerk to request cutting of Footpath No 7

21. Date of next Meeting: Tuesday 3rd November 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.00p.m.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.45

Page 1 of 3

